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JANUARY 

8    Shirley Hansen  

8 Austin Monteith  

13 Mick Tulson  

14 Margaret Geranen  

18 Emily Larson  

18 Samone Runia  

19 Kylie Bruckner  

28 Heather Runia  

 

FEBRUARY 

10  Olivia Larson 

12   Jennifer Turrill 

13  Christopher Drake  

14   Mary Jane Anderson 

16  Clarice Logan  

17   Francis Beardon 

25  Delbert Petersen  

26  Tiffany Eide  

26  Kimberly Eide  

 

MARCH 
4  Wes Nelson  

9  Shari Layman   

10  Robert Runia  

11  Gail Nelson  

16  Dale Thue  

16   Jadi Turrill 

17  Cameron Thue  

17  Dan Poppen 

21  Cynthia Runia  

21  Mathew Larson  

28  Darren Hoyer  

28  Donald Logan  

 

APRIL 

2  John Layman  

3  Matthew Layman  

5  Allen Johnson  

17  Rose Olson  

24  Justine Poppen  

27  Brandon Johnson  

28  Marilyn Tormanen  

 

Cookie Connection 
 

 
 

“Taste and see that the LORD 

is good; Blessed is the man 

who takes refuge in Him.” 

Psalm  34:8 

 

Do you know anyone that 

would appreciate visitors and 

HOMEMADE COOKIES? 

 

If you know of anyone that is 

new to the community, has just 

been in the hospital, is 

homebound, or in any situation 

where they would welcome a 

visit,  

Let the Cookie Connection 

know by contacting either the 

Covenant  Church  

at 785-3829 or 

 Janet Johnson at 785-3636 

 

Something’s Happening! 
Sunday mornings  

Lenten & Easter Series 

 
How did Christ’s sacrifice 

affected the people of 
 His day? 

 
You are welcome to join us! 

 
Feb 21 – April 4 

10:30am 
Worship Service 

 
10 min. skits each Sunday! 

 

MEN, R U HUNGRY? 
Tuesday’s at 7:30am 

Warren Vendt’s 

Call 785-3180 for  

Breakfast Reservations. 

Come join the fun and start 

your day with a Double 

Blessing! 

Reminder:  1st
 Sunday of 

each month = Bring Food 

Pantry items and offering for 

the Benevolence Fund. 

FAMILY NIGHT PLUS+ 
Wednesday Nights 

 

Meal @ 5:30pm 

Light Zone (K-5
th

) @ 6:30pm 

Adult Bible Study @ 6:45pm 

Youth Zone (6-12
th

) @ 8pm 

 
 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 

 

Jan 25
th

 – 29
th

 = Pastor @ conference 

 

Feb 1 – Feb 13
th

 = Pastor on Vacation 

 

Feb 4
th

 = Covenant Women rolling  

                bandages @ 2pm 

 

Feb 7
th

 =  Gideon speaker 

 

Feb 10
th

 = All church board meets @ 7pm 

 

Feb 17
th

 = VBS meeting @ 5pm 

 

Feb 21
st
 = Lenten/Easter Series begins @ 

               10:30am during Worship services 



 

God of the Impossible…Luke 1:37 
There is a passage at the center of the Christmas story that speaks to all of us in this New Year.  
When Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that she was with child and would give birth to a son, she 
said, “How can this be since I am a virgin”.  The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of The Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be 
born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God." 
Mark those words in Luke 1:37, “Nothing is Impossible with God”.  He is the God of the impossible.  
To both of these women He intervened and the impossible became possible.   
 
That reminds me of another woman who was old and unable to have any children.  She was 76 
years old when the Lord told her husband, who was 86 at the time, they would have a child, but to 
make sure they knew that nothing is impossible with God, He allowed them to wait an additional 13 
years before she conceived.  You know the story of Abraham, Sarah, and the child of promise, 
Isaac.  This was the beginning of the nation of the Israel, a people God would call out to Himself 
and eventually, through them, bring the Savior.   
 

Nothing is impossible with God, for He spoke the universe into existence with a Word.  He created 
the stars and the planets by his word, nothing is impossible with Him.  His very nature is to do the 
impossible. He is a miracle working, powerful, God of the impossible.  He took a handful of dirt and 
formed the first man and from that man’s side took a rib and formed the first woman, because 
nothing is impossible with him. 
 
The whole history of the Christian faith is based on the miraculous.  Think back to Moses and how 
God used 10 plagues to bring the Pharaoh of Egypt to the place where he would let millions of 
Hebrew slaves leave Egypt.  He is the kind of God who opens up the Red Sea and allows His 
people to pass through on dry ground yet closes these same waters on the pursuing Egyptian 
army.   
 
For forty years in the wilderness He sustained His people with water from the Rock and manna for 
their daily bread, quail to supply their desire for meat, sandals and clothing that did not wear out 
and when they came to the end of 40 years and are standing at the Jordan River prepared to enter 
the promised land, God opens a way through it, the priests put their feet into the waters and 
suddenly the river dams up so that everyone of them crossed its flood swollen waters on dry 
ground.   
                       
The first city they take is Jericho with its massive walls, Jericho a city that they once shrank back 
from in fear, whose inhabitants are strong and mighty.  They go up and march around the walls for 
seven days and at the command of God blow their trumpets and the walls come tumbling down. 
 
Miraculous battles God fought for Israel as He caused the sun to stand still in the sky for an extra 
day, Gideon taking 300 men and sending to flight the host of Midian, Samson doing things that no 
human being could do if not for the power of God working through him. Then there was David who 
was anointed king and miraculously sustained, Elijah, who prays and there is no rain for three and 
a half years and then prays again and God opens the heavens with rain. There on Mt. Carmel God 
sends fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice that Elijah has prepared in the presence of the 
Baal worshipers, fire down upon a water drenched altar…Elijah who raises the dead and his 
successor Elisha, who does the same thing.   
 

The Pastor’s CORNER 



The God who answers the prayer of Hezekiah and 185,000 enemy troops are killed by one angel 
in the night and then sends the sundial back 10 degrees and heals him of a deadly disease.  Who 
gives him 12 extra years of life.   
 
A God who goes with a teenage boy, Daniel and lets him know of the dreams of the king and gives 
him the interpretation of those dreams and allows him to see into the future.  He is the God who 
rescues Daniel’s friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the furnace and closes the 
mouth of the lions when Daniel is thrown into the lions den. 
 
Is the virgin birth impossible, with man yes, but not with God, not if He is the God of the Bible.  His 
word is true and it will come to pass.  Nothing is impossible with Him.  His word spoke this universe 
into being out of nothing. He predicts impossible things and then He brings them to pass so that 
we would know His power. 
 
How is it that anyone but the God of the impossible can take away our sin and make us righteous?  
How is it that we can have life everlasting, that when this body dies we can know that He will raise 
it again from the dead, bringing it from the grave and making it immortal?  How is it that all guilt can 
be taken away, how can he take away even the fear of death and give victory over ever enemy, 
how can he change our character and make us like Jesus, how is it that the God of heaven can 
dwell in our heart, because He is the God of the Impossible. 
 
As we come into a New Year let this be the theme of your heart, nothing is impossible with God.  
Trust him for greater and greater things because He is able.  Come to Him with expectation for the 
coming year. 

 

Iôm So Glad Iôm a Part of the Family of God! 

DONALD and CLARICE LOGAN   =   After their marriage in 1945, Donald and Clarice Logan 
farmed near the Clark area until 1964 when they moved to Bryant.   They have lived in Lake 
Norden since 2001, which is considered home to Clarice, who was brought up and confirmed in 
the Lake Norden Covenant Church.  They are parents to 6 children, have 23 grandchildren, and 10 
great grandchildren with the 11th one due in March.  Come June of 2010, they will be celebrating 
their 65th wedding anniversary.  Congratulations!   Clarice is still an active member doing whatever 
she can to help with a mission project that is close to her heart.  We enjoy seeing Don and Clarice 
each Sunday when you can expect a hug from Clarice and a warm smile and handshake from 
Don. 

GENE and HELEN HOGLUND  =  Before Gene was drafted to serve 2 years in the Marine Corp, 
he spent his childhood growing up on a farm near Lake Norden.  Upon returning from duty, he 
married Helen (Johnson) who grew up in the Badger area.  After their marriage in 1954, Gene took 
over farming operations from his parents and Helen became a busy homemaker.  Gene and Helen 
lived on the family homestead until 2003 when they moved into the city of Lake Norden.  Both are 
graduates of Lake Norden High School, which is where they met.   They are parents to 4 children, 
Shelley, Gail, Rhonda, and Mick; have 9 grand children and 2 step-grandchildren who have 
children thus adding 2 great-children to the family.  Gene and Helen celebrated 55 years of 
marriage in 2009.   Helen plays the piano for Sunday worship service and is greatly missed when 
she is absent.  It is always a pleasure to greet Gene and Helen both, who are warm, friendly and 
kindhearted people. 

 

 



                           Covenant  Women 2010 

 

Jesus said, ñI am the vine, you are the branches.  If you remain in me, and 

I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.ò 

 
Every woman who attends this church fellowship is considered to be a part of 

COVENANT WOMEN; however, it is not possible for all to be an active member of 

the actual meetings, which are scheduled for the first Thursday of every month at 2:00.  

There are around 15 in attendance, and the rest are wonderful to respond to help when 

there is a need.  God has blessed us with caring, sharing, fun-loving ladies that enjoy 

working together through the four planning-committees which are ready to respond to 

help with funerals, potluck dinners, lunches, sales, etc.). 

 

Activities have included:  

Inviting the community to inspirational times with local speakers: 

   Lake Norden Care Center Alz hirmers Unit-Jana Gutzmer 

   Food Pantry-Sharon Thue & Barb Ruotsalainen 

   Lila Page       

National Covenant Church awareness and participation. This included rolling 

bandages for hospital supplies to the Congo; Harvest Festival,  Lutefisk Supper, 

Christmas Brunch, Fund Raisers, Bake Sales, serving Gary Johnson auction sale. 

The many touches that help make this a happy, wonderful, family, which we call 

the Family of God. 

We have served 2 funerals:  Sylvia Larson (April), Della Olson (June)  

 

  Thanks to all who are a part of this branch.  Our desire is to glorify Jesus in all that we 

do. 

                            CW Officers: 

Pres.   Shirley Larson   V. Pres.   Clarice Logan (Covenant Correspondent) 

Sec.    Vanessa Hoyer  V. Sec.    Roslyn Person 

Treas. Janet Johnson (Ch. Congo Bandage Project) 

 

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!  Philippians 4:8: “Fix your thoughts on 

what is true and good and right.  Think about things that are pure and lovely, and dwell 

on the fine, good things in others.  Think about all you can praise God for and be glad 

about.”         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The shortest distance between a problem and a solution is the 

distance between your knees and the floor. 

The one who kneels to the Lord can stand up to anything. 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
VBS had a Bayou theme titled “Crocodile Dock”.  It was well attended with approximately 40 

kids each day.  The kids performed some of the songs from the week at the community park 
service. We had 20 volunteers to help run the program. 
 In June, the CE board hosted a potluck at Al and Janet Johnson’s home. 
 Children’s Church summer program ran smoothly.  The mother’s of the children each 
rotated for teaching. 
 Fund raising for summer camps was headed up by Wand Drake.  We sent 4 kids and 1 
counselor to TN for the CHIC program.  Any money not used was put into a fund for future use by 
the Youth Group. 
 Sami Drake, Cami, King, and Dani Reitsma were confirmed in May, each receiving a Bible 
from the church. 

Three third graders each received a Bible.  They are Cade Poppen, Dylan Routsalinen and 
Trevor Thue. 

The Kandy Karnival on Oct 31st, headed by Gail Monteith, was well attended and lots of fun 
for the kids. 

A Pickle Party kicked off our Family Night Plus on Wed. nights.  It has been a great time of 
food, fun, fellowship, and learning for the whole family.  We have 30-40 for dinner each week.  The 
Light Zone kids are finishing a unit on The Armor of God.  After the winter break, we will be starting 
a new curriculum.  The Youth Zone continues to meet on Wed Night.  Pastor Joe leads an adult 
Bible study on the book of Romans. 

The Christmas program went well and was a wonderful time for all who came.  Wanda 
Drake did a great job of putting our program together.  It was a unique program where most of the 
audience was involved at one point or another.  The kids all seemed to enjoy being in as well as 
watching the program.  We handed out bags that contained candy, toys, and Christmas message 
to all the kids. 

We participated in the Lutheran Churches Angel Tree this Christmas, 3 children were 
blessed with gifts from our congregation.  Additional donations were given from the congregation to 
provide larger gifts. 

This year Olkins Devilme was not participating in the Compassion program.  We have 
sponsored him for many years.  The offering from Sunday School/Children’s Church will be used to 
support the Food Pantry in Lake Norden. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Trustees for this past year were Burt Tulson, (Vice Chairman of the Church),  
Al Johnson,  Julie Severson, Gus Ruotsalinen, John Larson, and Clark Hilton. 

 We met once a month throughout the year.  We did the necessary maintenance on the 
church building and property.  One of the main things we accomplished this year was getting the 
hard surface flooring done in the kitchen.   Thanks to everyone who contributed to the cost of this 
project.             
 The lawn was maintained by volunteers and we want to thank each and everyone who 
helped out with the mowing and weed pulling.  We had a church cleanup day in the fall and also 
had a fish fry for the congregation.  It was a great success.   Thanks to John for his work as 
treasurer.            
  We want to thank Gail and Steve for their work as custodians and Gail for her job as church 
secretary.             
 We continue to have a shortfall in our budget.  We appreciate all who have given this past 

year to the support of our church.  The Lord has blessed us greatly.       Al Johnson, ς Chairman  

 



DEACON BOARD 

The Theme for 2010 is   NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD   Luke 1:37 

  We started out the New Year with bible studies at Pastor Joe’s home.    He used the Focus 

on the Family video series, άThat the World may knowέ,   which was a tour of the sites of Israel 

and their historical significance.  This fall Pastor is leading us in a study of Romans. 

We encourage our congregation to invite new visitors from the community to attend the 

services of our church. A tri-fold pamphlet describing the programs and the mission statement of 

our church will soon be mailed out. 

Two Lenten services were held with the Baptist church preceded by soup suppers. 

 The congregation voted at the annual meeting to have combined board meetings at 7:00 on the 

second Wednesday of every month.  We are to meet together briefly and then break into our 

separate boards for such time as necessary. 

The congregation also voted to have the annual meeting on the third Sunday in January 

following a pot luck dinner. 

Deacons, Trustees and CE Boards planned summer outings for the congregation during the 

summer months. 

Mary Jane and Gerald Anderson and Judi and David Anderson join our congregation this 

past year.  We met with the new members and welcomed them to our contrition. 

Remember to brings items for the Food Pantry on any Sunday.  There were 62 families that 

used the food pantry in December.  Thanks to all who gave food items to the food pantry during 

the year.    Thanks to all who gave monies to Clarice for her to purchase the food items for a full 

Christmas dinner for 6 families. 

CRADLE ROLL 

Michaella Marilyn Wempe was born on December 30, 2009 at 9:52pm weighing in at 7 

lbs. 9oz. and is 19 ¾ in. long.  Proud parents are: Patrick & Trisha (Hilton) Wempe. 

Even prouder are Grandparents: Clark & Ann Hilton of Lake Norden. 

****************** 

NOTICE:  We are updating our mailing list.  If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, please call the church at 1-605-785-3829, email hugybear@itctel.com or send a 
note stating such to the church at Box 15.  Lake Norden, SD  57248.  Thank you. 

 

 

Lake Norden Covenant Church 125th Anniversary ornaments “Shine for Jesus” are now $3.00. 
Anyone wishing to purchase may use the same contacts as listed in the mailing notice.   

Thank you. 

mailto:hugybear@itctel.com


PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAITI and REMEMBER HOW BLESSED WE ARE! 

Lord, I just want to say THANK YOU,  
 

Because this morning  I woke up and knew where my children were.  

 

Because this morning my home was still standing,  
 

Because this morning  I am not crying  
 

Because my spouse, my child, my brother or sister, my parent does not need  to be buried  
 

or to be pulled out from underneath a pile of concrete,  

 

Because this morning I was able to drink a glass of water,  
 

Because this morning I was able to turn on the light,  

 

Because this morning I was able to take a shower,  

 

Because this morning I was not planning a funeral,  

 

But most of all I thank  you this morning because I still have life and a voice to cry out for 
the people of Haiti.  
 

Lord I cry out to you, the One that makes the impossible, possible,  

 

The One that turns darkness in to light,  
 

I cry out that You give those mothers strength,  
 

That  You give them peace that surpasses all understanding,  
 

That  You may open the streets so that help can come,  

 

That You may provide doctors, nurses, food, water, and all that they need in a blink of an 
eye.  
 

For all those that have lost family members, give them peace, give them hope, give them 
courage to continue to go on!  
 

Protect the children and shield them with your power.  
 

I pray all this in the name of Jesus!!! 

COOKIE CONNECTION 
  
We shared cookies with a few families this past year.  
 
We would like to bring cookies to anyone you think would like a plate of cookies and a short visit.   
Just give us a call - 785-3636. 
 



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

  With another year coming to a close, we may look back and see missed opportunities.  On 
the other hand, as we ring in a new decade, there is the opportunity for a renewed hope, a chance 
for new beginnings, and the promise that Jesus loves us.  We can either be half-full or half-empty 
in our thinking.  My hope this year is that we may see how our Lord’s love over flows our cups 
       This has been a very trying year for many people in our church family and our community.  

Money, jobs, sickness, death, lost relationships, and many other struggles have afflicted us all 

through the year.  But, we have the promise that Christ is beside us through them all and he will 

never leave us as long as we continue to seek Him.       

 This past year also brought us many blessed opportunities to grow in our faith and seek our 
Lord.  Pastor Joe equipped us to read the Bible in a year, gave us clear teaching from the pulpit, 
and gave us evening bible studies on different nights of the week.  What a blessing to know our 
pastors love for us is shown through his desire to teach us and bring us closer to our Father. 
 Looking back and reflecting shows me my many errors and lost opportunities.  I want my 
cup, my family’s cup, & my Church families’ cup to over flow with our Lord’s love.  My prayer is that 
the Lord may open our eyes to the opportunities He places in front of us and that we will faithfully 
follow.  
      There is no place to start giving thanks for all that is accomplished in our Church.  It is very 

clear to me since entering this position, that we truly are one body and it takes each one of us to 

serve our Father.  

       In Christ’s Service, Brad Drake 

We Welcome You t o Join us  For  Sunday morning  

Lenten & Easter Series     òSomethingõs Happeningó 
Feb 21- April 4, 2010  @10:30am 

Come see how the anticipation Of  Christõs sacrifice affected the different  people of His day.  

We now have ôhindsightõ but they could only anticipate the unknown é. 

FEB 21ðLENT # 1  

COMPLETELY IN CHARGE    @ Caesarõs Palace 
 

FEB 28 ðLENT # 2  

MOTHERôS WORRY @ Mary & Marthaõs  Home  
 
MARCH 7 ðLENT # 3  

HE WHO HAS EARS  @ Caiaphasõs office 
 

MARCH 14 ðLENT # 4  

LUCIFERôS LABORS   @ Satanõs Office 
 

MARCH 21 ðLENT #5  

HEAVEN WAITS               @ Heaven  
 

MARCH 28 ðPALM SUNDAY  

EARTHLY TRIUMPH           @  The Upper Room  
 

APRIL 2 -GOOD FRIDAY   

SOMETHINGôS WRONG   @ Calvary  
 

APRIL 4 ðEASTER  HE IS ALIVE         @ Calva ry 


